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. The Deployment and Farvard Movement of a Combined-Arms Army of 8 Border

Military District in tha Initial Period o & War

Iiecutenant-General S. Andryushchenko

In the event of the sudden unleashing of a war by the aggressive
imperialistic states; and the sbsence of a threat period, (ugrozhe yemyy
period) the combined-arms armies of berder military districts may
find themselves in a difficult situation. The territary on which the
troops of an army are dispeised my be subject to ememy nuclear/
Kiszile strikes of various yields, to chemical/missile strikes, and
alsc to the use of bacterioclogical agents.

We bave set the goal of studying theoretically insofar as possible,
ell aspects of the conditions of deployment and forward movement of
a2 cambined-arms army in the ares of cambet operations, and to check
out some of the problems in practical troop and commmnd-staff exercises.
In addition, we studied the combined-arms army made up of four or five
divisions (two or three of them up to strength and the rest in cudre
form; or at reduced strength) with a minimm amourt of fromtal means
of reinforcement. The composition of the enemy was taken to correspond
vith his actuml formation, and the proveadle methods of conducting
combat operations in concrete cperatiomal dirsctions were taken into

‘ consideration.

In the conditions resulting from a sudden attack by the enemy,
the mature and scope of the work of fiwld contral of an army and of
commnding officers and staffs of large units (units) vill see.
unigue. The besic measures of the commander and the staff of an
army in this period should be as follows:

- to evaluate thoroughly and in th: quickest possible time the
apparently sericus and complex radistion, chemical, and bmcteriological
situation evolving in the entire ares of army depioyment; determine
the degree of disruptiom of control and cammnicatione, the condition
of the troops, their combet effectiveness, security, and losses, the
condition of materiel reserves, and communications routes ;

= %o clarify, without delay, the decision which was made earlier to
move the troops forward from their permanemt dispositiom points inmto
arsas of concentration, taking into comsidarstion the possibility
vhat these areas are contamivated; to determine; in compliance with
h the cperatioml assignment of the army, tentatively, the problems of
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‘ c?:?zz"\:&n‘«: caxmbat readiness in future vperations of lerge units and
uzits, to utilize ali meens and methods fur the most expeditious
method of notifying the troops of the decision;

- 10 restore the disrupted control of &
nd ¢
large units, units, and sexior comudgr‘mchmﬂmgmum with the

= 10 reestedlish disrupted control and
communicat i
large units, units, and the senior commnder; LR YATh the

- to organize ev;cunt
cppiien: ion, dispersal, and Teplenishment of materiel

- %o determine the order of emtrance o dut
. Yy and process of
::f:: :ﬂmmtl, draftees, and technicians arriving to :«1::‘1; large
ot ln :l.nt t::rn m':: ::c::ud strength, taking into consideration
terra conscription areas and the rowte
of movement my be strongly contaminated o
chemical substances and by ‘hm1w“:y.mnuo:ctin o polsonous

= Upon receiving the operatioma) directives from t
he di
headquarters, to clarify and execute the Plan worked M.pt:::itmly

apparertly under circumstances
have taken pincs Lo during v.hich cousiderable losses my

§
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Upor completion of the first of the indicated measures -
eveluation of the radicective, chemical, and bagtericlogical situation -
we immedistely come up agsipst 8 series of difficulties; 1t is
impossivle to overcome these difficulties with the forces and equipment
at the disposal of the army, and even of the frort. In case the
opponent uses weapons of mmss destruction first, it is of primary
importance to evaluate the situation not only in the areas subjected
to the strikes, but to foresee with sufficiemt clarity the possible
contaminetion of the entire disposition srea of the army troops, due
to the spread of radiocactive and poiscnous substances in th: uirection
of the wind. Iz order to arrive at a practical decision regarding
the regrouping and subsequent troop operztions, the army commmpder .
muist quickly receive precise dats regarding the nuzber of enemy
nuclear strikes, the coordinetes of their centers (ground zero), the
type and yleld of the explosion, and the direction and velocity of
the wipnd at various altitudes in the aree of army troop dispositiom,
and in the adjacent areas. Without this data it is impossible to
evaluate the radiation situation, even by the amalytical-computer
method (raschetno-epaliticheskiy metod). The ipstruments for dstection
of radiation and chemical contaminmation vhich are available to the
troops are not capable of forecasting radioactive fallout by tracking
the various radicactive clouds, and do not permit the determinmatiom
of a drop in the level of radiaticn ip the comtamimated areas. This
is a very important problem, as well as one that is very difficult
‘ to solve under present comditions.

As we see 1it, its solution must be realized on s mation-vide
scale 1f we ccnsider that the above-mentioned data will be essential
not only far the groemd troors, and the armed forces as & vhole,
but also for enterprises of the matiomal econamy and the civiliam
yopulastion.

Apparently 1t is pecessary to set up automatic intersection
points (avtocmmticheskiye punkty zasechki) far locating nuclear bursts,
capable of determining the parameter of the burst,and determine all,
or most of the above-mentioned data. These points should be united
by apalytical-computer centers, where the incoming data are processed,
collated, and relayed to the amalytical-computer groups of formatioms,
large urnits, and the cocmmmnd points of PVO of the Country and of
“edvil defensc.

In our opinicm it is necessary to create amalytical-computer
groups in the army and in the military districts irn peacetime, primarily
to process and transmit to the troops the data coming in Q'c- the
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apalytical-computer eenters, &nd also to determine drops in the

levels of radiatior after certain periods of time, and iransmitiing
then 1o the troojs . In addition, during forward movement and front

ard army troop operetions in enemy territory, they will msturally

peed their own organic amalytical-computer groups, capedble of quick

and accurate forexasting, and determinetion of, the radiation situatiom,
at lesst within the boundaries of the offensive zx:2 of the front and
the army, and the pesrest adjacent territory. These very groups, in
the event that they are relieved, or leave the specific area, have

to transmit in written form (dokumentalno) the latest data about all
sectors cootaminated by radiomctivity to the other large units (units),
in the same way as all informstion on mine-fields was transmitted cm

8 farm (formilyar) during the lest war. The make-up and equipment

of the amalyticel-computer groups still require some thought. Howvever,
it 1s already quite cleer that they must have the most modern detection
instruments (pribory razvedki) and specisl machines for reproducing
Tadia‘ion situstion maps for the troops. In our opinion, these groups,
vhich consist of operatioms officers (ofitser sperater), chemists,
intelligence officers (razvedchik),and topographers, should be headed
by the chief of the chemical troops of the fromt and the army.

i The creation of autamtic imtersection poimts for locating
| muclear bursts and the amalytic-computer centers vill apparently

' fall, of necessity, to the system of PVO of the Country, imasmich as
it embraces the extire territory of the country, and the additicmel
~Jtroduction of the indicated poinmts and centers vill require only -
& partial improvement on its part. Coarresponding amlytic-computer
groups should be farmed under the operatiomal foarmtions. We are
couvinced that cerelessness in the setting of these posts and centers
cen lead to excesasive human losses.

In addition to evalusting the situation in terms of radiation
and chemical contamioation, it 1s also necessary to evaluate the
bactericlogical aspect. The army has no such capebility. It is
know: that almost all bacterial sgents have an incubation period
from a fev hours to tens of days. In this light the great danger
that the troops will be subjected to becomes quite evident 1if the
contaminated areas are pot identified immediately and excivded from
occupation by large units and units. This problem, in our opiniom,
should also be resclved on a mation widse scale, by cresting special
amtiepidemic detachments under hospitals, clirics, and medical
establiskments, by bringing in civilian medical cadres and the
local population. The persomnsl must (b or 5 words miestngdtraining,
and the detachments should be supplied itk instruments, equipment,
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and transportation.

It 1s equally important to secure from destruction, primerily
by radiation end poisonous substances » the personnel and equipment
vhich is being mobilfzed and is arriving from the natiomal economy,
especially from industrial centers which have been subjectad >
strikes. It would seem that the ideal situation would be ore vhere
the personnel and equipment are directed to the reception centers
of the fully mobilizing large units and units along routes which
vere ascertain.id by priar reconmeissance to be uncontaminated.
However, the ‘exrain will often be 50 coatamineted that it will be
difficult to es‘ablish such routes. In thess circumstances the
persomnel anu equipment wvill have to proceed, witbout the mesns of
radiation reconmeissance and anticheaicsl protection, from areas vik
very high levels of radiatiom (concentration of poisonous substances-
OV) ar crees these sectars en route. Baturally the personnel will
Join the units vufit for combat, ar will have received large doses
of radiation (contnnimtion). In addition, the lack of recording
devices might result in the inability to determine the degres of
radiation received. :

The vay out of such & situation, as we see it, is that a
certain part of the antichemical protection equipment should not
rﬂinlnth.nrehmuotthehrgcuniulndmta, but should
be handed over to institutioms, enterprises, and kalkhozes, so that
the latter could then is.ue the equipment to the reservists wwbject
te call at the time of a threat situatiou or in case of necessity.
The reasoning behind the advance transfer of these meaps is also
Justified by the principle of deconcemtration of materiel supplies.

Trom our poinmt of view it is necessary to deconcentrate not
cnly the antichemical protection resocurces and yart of the radiation
apd chemical detection equipment, but also clothing, by laving the
institutions, enterprises, and kolkhozes issue the latter directly
to those subject to military call-up, with the stipulation that
the unifcrms be kept in special bags at the place of residence.

Memodhmapprehmimnprdinquacrpr_tmm
of part of the clothing. wmmmtmmmmpnu
in .arehouses (bases);, which in twrn require the maintenance of a
mgemnmwmrmmatmmum, costs the
mmsimmm,munmnmn‘epuubmtyot
spcilage. Issuing this equipmemt to persons subject to call-up, and
holding them respomsible for it, will cost a great deal less. The
mapagement peisounel of the emterprises (institutions) and the military
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commigsariats vill periodically check the issued equipment.

The aystem of bospitalizing irredieted military personnel alsc
warrants attention. It is kmown that the army does not have adequate
hospital facilities for accepting and teking care of irradiated
perscmpel, as will be required for eliminstiocn of the consequences
of a sudden epemy attack. Apparently ‘¢ will be necessary to send
the casualties to civilian medical - tablishments. However, the
e85 of the civilian populatir- .iet received combined injuries
will also be going there, and there might not be 8ny vacancies.

This question musti be carefully thought out by specialists, and the
necessary decision should be made.

In our opinion, it is essential to examipe such matters as the
maintenance, even in peacetime, of fully siaffed chemical protection
sub-units in large units of reduced strength. As is known, during
full mobilization a division must set up six or sever roceptiom
cernters for personnel and equipment, and in esch cne of these, posts
for medical and special treatment. Besides, the divisiom, as it
is presently staffed, does not bave at its disposal the sppropriate
sub-units, nar are there any under the subordinmetion of the army
commnder. Practicslly speaking, a division is mot capable of

. conducting rediation, chemical, and bactericlogical recompaissance
of its own concentration area, and the army commnder cannot carry
out these measures in the interests of the field command, army urits,
and in the interests of the ermy as & vhole. There are no means for

equipment that was -obmzod from the mtiomal economy. We consider
it expedient to propose the following:

= Dbesides & chemical protection company, the divisions at constant
readiness should have a special treatment company thut would be
equipped with all the necessary msteriel and equipment as one of
the motorized rifle companies; the ccmbet Twadiness of the division
will not be decreased by this.and thus, even in peacetime, the

cadres viubemdythntw:lnmbsqmtlybothehckbominthc
famtion of special antichemical protection sub-units;

« in divisions of decreased strength a chemical protection company
should be maintained, composed of a platoon of radiation and chemical
reconnsatissance and two special treatment platoons, each af the latter
setting up a special treatment post; regimemts sbould maintain
radiation and chemical reconnsissance platoons comparable in composition
to similar platoons in regiments at full strength;

®
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- 4n peacetime the army should have a full-strength separate radi-
ation apnd chemical reconnaissance company &énd an army chemical-
protection bettalion, composed of three special treetment companies.

* % *

The cc cc-bined-eru army of & border military district, deployed
at a distance of 900-1000 kz from ‘the probable aree of military
operations during the initul period of war, cép make up the second
echelonof “the Lront, ‘since the main hlow of the e ground forces

will be absorbed b;r the troops located in the 20De pear the froot.
Cousequsttly the army vill receéive slmiitanecusly the taski of
fully mobilizing the large units at decreased strength, and at the
same time, have the large units at constant reediness execute a
forced march to the area of combat operations, vitl subsequent
izmediate exgagement from the move (from the march).

Because of the possibility that large railrcad centurs may be
put out of commission, and also because of the difficulty in effecting
transport, caused by difference in the gauge of Scviet and West
Buropean railroads,/it is impossible to depend on railroads alove for

:_h:_tg_n_gmt of troops at constant resdiness. The exscution of
- W comb.

ined march can be accomplished only under more favarsble
conditioms. There is also a possibility of shifting separate large
units, especially frum the second echelon, after they are brought -
to full strength, by air, using military air transport. It is most
probable that, as a rule, thn.rqvinhvetoenmouta—rch
u’mltnm T

In our Opinion, 11: would be expedient to assign to the arxy a
sone no less tbhan 100-150 km wide for executing the march. In such
s zope it vould be pussible to use up to six to eight routes (tvo
for each division) for trocp movement, and two routes for the field
command of the army and large units «nd units, and also to carry
out a maneuver during an abrupt change in the directiom of movement
or in case of destruction of commmications bridges and roads.

The march faomtion of the first echelon of the army my vary
according to the number of divisions and routes in the zone of
movemsnt. In the beginning of the march (during the first march
periods) it is expedient to have coluans made up of similar vehicles.
Tanks and artillery drawn by tracked vehicles must travel by inde-

Toutes. At the end of the march, possidly during the last
day's marcd, dependipng upon circumstances, the march columns should
be formed in such & wy that the troops would be ready for instant
deployment and commitment to btattle. In our opinion, the missile

-8-
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units should follow the forward regiments; they should be moved to
the front during the last day's march with suitable protection, and
should then follow the advance guard of the forward regiments.

As a result of experience gained from training, ve have con-
cluded that & series of prescribed norms is subject to review

appropriate to the demands of the initial phbase of the war. Thus,
a march of 900-1000 km, using our.exisiing vehicles, equipped with
additioral fuel capscity, can be executed in four merch periods:
the first of 300-350 km, the second of 200-250 km, the third up to

| ot LaRith up to 150 km. It would be expedient to execute <

The 1“';‘;1; mxrch period at night. 50X1-HUM
In the situation under review, we feel that it would be expedient

to call balts as follows: short (up tc cne hour long) - after every

b to 5 hours of movement, long (not over 3 hours long) - after 8 to

10 hours of movement. During the last march pericd (at might) there

should be & short balt only - of 1 to 2 hours’ ¢urstion. Personnel

should bave a rest period after esch march yeriod of 8 ¢= 10 hours.

In order to maintain minimum vulnerability to destruction by
puclear weapons, to insure maximum speed of movement and execution

' of maneuvers when bypessing contaminated sectors and various obstacles,

\ it is expedient to maintain a distance of 50 m. between vehicles,

. 3 t> &k km. between battalions, and 5 to 7 km between regiments.
Distances betveen compr-.ies (batteries) should be the same as between
vehicles, because the prescribed distance of 100 m. -only increases
the total depth cf the column, =rnd as a rule is not maintained in
actusl troop movements. -

Traffic control lines should be set up after & to 5 hours of
movement, 1.2., to have no more than two in esch day's march. Setting
up a grester number of control lines is not advantageous, because
this limits, up to a point, the initiative of the coccmmndexs of large
units and units, apnd elimipates the possibility of moving the columm
at increased rates of speed in sectars where the roads are of better
quality, even if the routes of march are made available to the army
for definite periods of time.

The commandant's service has the leading role in ensuring
organized and timely transfer of troops. Careful study shows that
during long marches the orgenization of the coummandant's service
presents certain difficulties, and the recommendations comtained in
the Manual of Commandant's Service, published back in 1953, does not
completely fulfil modern requirzments. The situation is made vorse

/
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by the fact that the army actually has no personnel or equipment in
the table cf orgarization for setting up a commendant's service, and
the district commndant's service will not be deployed yet by the
beginning of & march. In our Opinion the tasks that the commmudapt's
service is responsible for during a merch by the troops in the
initial stages of war, far exceed those in the above-mentioned Manusl.

We fully sbare the viewpoint of Marshal of the Soviet Union
M.3. Zakharov, expressed by him in the article "The Traffic Control
Support of Modern Operatioms'l (0 doroshnom obespechentt sovremennykh
operatsiy) for the crganization of traffic control areas, their
problems, end the forces and equipment thet can be brought in.

However, we consider that it is poseible to examine this matter
in greater detail, under conditions of the execution of a long march
by the army immediately after a sudden attack by the enemy. In our
opinion, the cowmmndant's service is confronted by the following
problems in these circumetvances: to mintain the established order
during the movement of trocps, to protect them from enexy air attack,
to prepare bypesses and alternate routes for carrying out the maneuver,
to assist in the elimination of the effects of an enemy nuclear or
chemical attack (evacuation and deactivation of equipment and weapous;
special treatment of personnel; repair damaged sections of roads and

‘ road structures)and to emnsure troop comtrol.

The composition of the &rmy commendant's areas and the divis.om
commandant sectors should include motorized-rifle units and sub-units »
antiaircraft defense, engineering, chemical, commmi»tions, special
treatment and medical sub-units, and means for evacusting equipment.

The establishing of army commandant's areas and sectors eliminates
the dispersal of farces and equipment along the entire route , and
permits their concentration in sectoars of special importance, depending
"on the presence of patural barriers. It vould be expedient to set
up individual, radio-equipped commandant's posts along the remmining

" sectors of the routes.

It 13 best tc ret up arxy commandant's areas in the mare
dengerous and difficult sections of the routes, vhere matural barri-
ers block the entire forwerd movement zome of the army. The area
commandant must be given a wide range of autherity. All the ccamanders,

1. Collection of Articles of the Journal "Militarv Thomoht® ./Temainder

# | of foolnote miss .
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staffs, and troops passing through the commandant's ares mst execute

the commendant's orders implicitly, and he, in turn, has full responsi-
bility for the successful passage of the troops through a given sector
of the route. In connmection with this, one of the army deputy commanders
should be appointed commendant of the army areea, and ihe commndant

of the divisior sectcrs should be ome of the deputy division ccammanders.

Zhe organization of a service in a commandant's sector of a
division requires varying amounts of farces and squipment in each
case. Generally speaking, for the movemert route of & division, a
total of up to three motorized-rifle battalions can be activated ;
These will be reinforced by the necessary engineering, chemical, and
other sub-units, which are relieved of cammendant's eervice duties
when the division approaches the erea of combat operations, ar when
they are replaced by forces and equipment of the fromt.

Briefly, on the oraanization of coutrol and commmications
during the march. In our opinion, in order to emsure troop comtrol
during 8 cambat alert, it i1s necessary to set up, in the army, a
forward command post (PXP), & command post (KP), end a reserve camsmnd
poet (ZKP) - the second echelon of the field commmnd. It is not
advisable to set up a rear area control point (TPU) before the field
command and communications units are set up accordiang to the wartime
‘ 7/0. The officers of the rear services are located at the command
post and the rererve command post. In the divisions at constant readi-
pess, forwvard command poets, cosmerl posts, and rear area cnntrol points

sre sel up; cosmand posts and resr ares control points are set
up in divisions that ‘mobilization. T e

| N e

| The forward cosmand post, with the chief of the operations
department in charge, must begin an immediate forward movement to the
army depsrture line (into the area where the division st constant
readiness is deployed ),where he will comtrol troop commitment. The

} cosmand post and the reserve commmnd post remain in the concentration

areas vhere they were at the time of the alert. During the period
when the forward command post moves. forward, commmunications with tke
troops and the district staff are carried ob from the commnd post.

The army commander, with a group of genersls and officers from the
forvard command post staff (four or five persons), remains at the
command post in order to make decisions and assign tasks to the troops,
but by the time that the troops of the first echelon begin to march

be must be at the forwvard comsmnd post. The comsand post bégins the
forvard movement from the concentration ares during an alert only after

the troops have been assigned their tasks. nd poet
supervises mobilization and formtion of pev units from Its™ "~ "~

o
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concentration area at the alert.

A o AT LBt e,

En route the forward commnd post moves along with tre main forces
of the division, deploys and sets up communications with the troops,
the command post, and the heasdquarters of the front during halts and
in rest areas. Tiae command poet of the army moves by dounds and de-
ploys in spots that ensure the use of permenent lines of commmunications
with the headquarters of the front, the forward command post, and

the troops. The duretion of the halts will be determined in each

case by the iime necessary to receive a situation report from the
troops, transmitting ordere to the latter, and reporting to the higher
beadquarters. Shifting the command post of the army in this menner
my result in its lagging as much as 100 km behind the troops and

the forvard commmnd post. In order to avoid this during a march made
in separate sectcrs, the commend past and the forward commsnd post
mst be on the move simultaneaisly, but for periods not to exceed

2 hours. due to the necessity of zrintaining constant cossmunications
vith the higher headquarters and the troops. After each march period
the control points are placed in the area of disposition of the troops.

It is also expedient to have a forward command post and a
commapd post within divisions on the march. They must move along
separste routes and at a distance which ensures stable communications
vith each other.

Certain diffi_ ulties are encountered in ensuring cosmunicaticms ,
during long mrches. In order to conceal the troop movements, the g
18dio pets of the marching troops cannot be used, and the permanent
coommmications lines, even those on the territary of the Socialist
Oamp countries, may not be entirely familiar to the commmication
units of the army. These circumstances compel the use of cosmandant's
sarvice rsdioccmmmmications and mobile means, above all, helicopters.

Madio stations of the cammendant's ser—ice network are set up slong
specific lines. These stations operate by means of rebroadcast or
relsy of rsdio signels. As each unit passes a line, a pre-arranged
sigml is transmitted over the radio, which is duplicated by all the
other stations and is received simultanecusly by the comtrol points
of the division and army. The signals must be of a ome-way type,
vithout call letters ar coded service phrases. During the first
2k-hour marck, radio comminications of the commandant's service are
organized using shartwave stations, during the second and third,
ultra-short wave is used, and for the last day's march, communications
are carried on with the assistance of redio-relay stations.

-
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ation that the troops may suffer losses from the enemy weapons of
mags destruction, end in some cases entire sub-units and even units
mey be put out of action. This is particularly pertinert in cases
when the persomnel receive large doses of radiation. In these con-
ditions & new problem arises - replacement of personnel losses right
during the march. The equipwent not affected by the shockweve which
belongs to the radiation-contaminated sub-units and units, can be
used after decontamination. It would seem that in peacetime plans,
provisions should be made to provide for the formation of sub-units
and units (of the march compeny ind battalion type) at the district
level that could be shifted by air to the formations carrying out
the march, and which could be used later as replaceaents for losses
sustained during combat conditions.

‘ In carrying out e long merch 1t must also be taker into consider-

* * #

The conditions under vhich -a-oomiréndd-d¥ns  army of & border military
district that 1s moving farwvard from the depth i3 comitted to combat,
vill always be determined by the nature of the combet operatione
carried out by the first-echelon troops of the fromt during the first
days of the war, and it is rather difficult to predetermine them in
advance. It is most probable that the army will be cammitted to
combat d.rectly from the wérch, and this 1s alwya attended by grest
dmicultiea and a series of peculiarities which require detailed

L . o g s e B S
study.
R g it

First of all, about the work of ccemanders and staffs in these
- conditions. It is apparent that the commmnder and the staff of the
amvillgettheordertrcmthcﬁmttocc-itthelmtocc-bnt
vhile moving (marching) at a distance of 250 km, ar more, fr.sa the
froot line. Therefore the clarification of the mis.ion, evaluation
of the situation, making of the decision, planning, and informing
the large units of the tesks will all be done in a very limited
period of time, en route, without halting. Otherwise the coaxme nders
and the steffs mey straggle behind the troops and lose control.

The situation is aggravated by the fact that at the present
time the staff field equipment does not ensure opexrstion on the mm:ch.
Bven the T/0 of the commander of an army does pot have an equipped
mobile control point capable of ensuring operation and comtrol of
troops in a movement over a long distance. The creation from the
forces and equipment of the troops of improvised mobile commmnd posts,
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of cumbersome equipment &t the control points, and has mede them more
mobile, but it involves great expenditures, and does not basically
solve the problem. The means of radio commmunication remain the same,
and the cross-country ability of the automobile chassis does not

confarm to modern requirements.

' While planning the commitment of the army to combat, and the
carrying out of offensive cperations in the entire depth, comsenders
and staffe must simultaneocusly define in detail the remeining segment
of the march, taking into considersticn the commitment of large units
into combat and the conduct by them of an offensive, to inform the
troops of the change in the plan of march, to comtrol the troops
contimuously, to arganize and maintain constantly coordimation with
the large units opersting absad, ensure replenishment of materiel
supplies and fuel expended in the march, and to carry out reconmais-
sance of the enemy. .

According to experience gained from the war games carried out
in owr army, it would he expedient to crganize the work of the
commnders and staffs in similar situations in the following manner:

Beforehand, when the army commander receives the district
opsraticoal directive to march, he sends out an operatiomsl group
to one of the headquarters operating shead of the troope in the
. direction that the army is moving forward; their mission is to
coastantly provide information about the situmtion in the ares of
combet operations. The group should consist of five or six persons
(officer-operator, imtelligence officer, artillerymsn, communications
officer, chemical officer) and also a squad of radiation and chemical 50X1-HUM

reconnaissance. It f [one 1ine missing/ of cperations and
methods of transmitting ormation must be planned beforehand, in
poacetime.

Je. o DAID b 7Y

’ latter must move at a speed of up to 60k
28T BOGY. — NOVINg-twicw ws"THFL a4 the army troops, opera 1
43 ' transmit the first information about the situatiom from
the aresa of combat operations, at the time when the troops moving
forvard vill be balfway to the concentration ares, or the line of
deploymsnt. MNoving along cne of the basic routes, the operatiomsl
munuablotommeouitimdmm, and 1
after arriving at the destimation - can fully reconnoit.r the ares
. 0f commepd post disposition, and determine the presence of radio-

active and poisonous substances and bacterioclogical agents. The

IEl-lch as_the l% does not have
e O B, '
motor v

-
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. organization of communications Witk the operatiocmsl group mst be

commnications of the front, of the comendant's service, and, with
the approach of the troops; mobile equipment .

When he receives directives to commit the army to cambat, the
army cosmender will make his decision by consulting the map. The
Aray commend post, headed by the chief of staff, must transmit the
xissions to the large units angd control the forwargd movement of the
troops, and with the d0rvard commnd post the commander and the
commsrnders of the large units move forward to the line of commitment

N to battie, in order to clarify the situation, organize coardinmation
with the troops operating ahead, resolve the questions of support of
commitment to battle, and Possibly to change the origiral dectsiom.
The forward commend post of the army must Plan the operation quickly,
Tresolve the questions of coordination and supply, and together with
the farward command Posts of the large units » @8sume control of the
arriving troops. In conmection with this, the forward command post

The scope of work of the commanders and staffs under siwilar

conditions requires detailed study, and a unified method of
. Supervision and control must be worked out’ Many are of the opinion

that all these problematical questions should be formlized by the
General gtarr in official instructions @ in @ mnusl. We are of a
different opiniom. It is impossible to foresee all cases and pPossible
variants under which the 8ray may be committed to conbet from the
second echelon of a front, and to incorporate operating procedures
in ove official mmel. It vould be more beneficial to study similar
Problems constantly, check them out @8 much as possible during
training exercises, and publish them as discussions. This method
develgpa deep thinking and increases the general military outloak
of the comsmnders and staffs.

@ »
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evaluation of the situation (above all the radiation situstion) and
arrive at a decision. A squadron of helicopters should be mde e
part of the army field commend T/0, to implement troop control, for
conducting radiation, chemical, and engineer reconnaissance, and for
fulfiling other important tasks.

Anocther problem which needs to be solved is the method of
recording the degree of radicactive contamimation of the personnel.
The commanding officer of & sub-unit cannot keep a written recard
for each soldier, especially during the frequent transfer of
personnel from one sub-unit to another; and especially after hospital-
ization. It is apparently necessary to issue to persompel, individual,
miniaturized devices of the “pencil" type, with coded indicators;
this will exelunde the possibility cf independent reading of the
radiation dosage received by the personnel themselves, but will permit
the commanding officers to determine the true meaning of these doses
with the aid of a corresponding decoding device (one to & company).

It is known that modern conditioms for conducting a battle and
an operstion demand exceptiomml speed and mensuverability by comssnders
and staffs. Therefore it is necessary, even nov, to change radically
their style of wark. Up to this time the staffs are producing many

. ecmbat documents. Even though in the past few years they have eliminated

some of the written documents, these same documents are now being
worked out on m«ps, and often duplicate each other; this takes even
more of the staff officers' time than before. Frequently the work
of a staff is Judged by the nuxber of documents produced. This explains
the fact that in all exercises a large mmmber of additiomal officers
is taken from the troops for work in the staff. As yet the troops
do not bave staff field service instructions vhich fulfil modern
requirements. This also appears to be one of the reasons far a series
of shortcomings in staff work.

The questions that we have raised call for thorough study during
comand-staff exercises, war games, and during the buildup of large
units to wartime strength.
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